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- , Store), young Coffin summered in Oyster. 


Glamorous Activis? 
ONCE TO EVERY MAN, By William 


Sloane Coffin Jr. 344 pages. Athene- 
um, $12.95. 


Shriver wanted to know when Iwould 
next be in Washington. When I told him 
that Friday he said, “Fine. Where will 


Coffin tells us that he wrote me. book | 
you be staying?” durin a particularly anguishe me— 
4 “Probably at the ‘Y’,” I answered. after his departure from Yale and his 
“The what?” . : painful second divorce, while he was 7 
. “The YMCA,” I said. 7 pursuing some sort of peace amid ot 
He exploded. “For God's sake, stay at uman-potential Something to be ten 
the Sheraton, will you? I'll pay. Just ! “nia. Emotion was ically, not 
. leased, privately and therapeutically, no 
have breakfast with me there at 7:30 cme thing to be dealt with formally. He 
Friday morning.” ; ’ 5 : 
80 i stayed at the Sheraton, = cried, he says, when he wrote of his, 
| William Sloane Coffin, the former father's death in the Se oF ane | 
é . i , there i F ary 
; é chaplain, civil-rights and antiwar wns ible relationship between the two. 
_ aetivist and sRoonesbury” character, And so with most other things that 
- tows ti ‘hoe to be the M4 model di a seem most pertinent to the man, no hy | 
freed © bene man. ‘Al Dan Ong his public actions. I'd like to know why 
ree om uses down in al ama ata Coffin—recently appointed senior m va 
York Times ("Nonvlelos eee a new CI boca eee Teall he | 


ately provokes violence is a logical con- 
tradiction”) were nervously splitting le- 
galisms. He got himself arrested and 
indicted for helping undergraduate draft 
resisters at Yale, and he made a mission 
to Hanoi. He infuriated most of Yale’s 
stuffy rich alumni and failed in both his 
marriages. You can’t get much more 
“now” than all of that. . 
But except for the chronological acci- 
dent of being bom in 1924, Coffin is very 
much out ofa different century—at heart 
one of thase nineteenth-century English 
second sons who must decide between 
the church and the army and who don’t 
see much difference between them. Bom 
- into New York’s wealthy few (his family 
founded the city’s biggest good-furniture. 


~_ EA rei 


Bay, took his schooling at Deerfield, An-| 
' doverand Yale. Asa youth, he was agood 
enough pianist to win praise from the 
great Alfred Cortot and to. solo with. the-! 
Quincy (Mass.) Symphony Orchestra. Hd 
had an exciting, undangerous war, took 
his ministerial training at Union The 


' ological Seminary and Yale: Divini 


School, became a career chaplain to th 
young and blessed—first at Andover 
then Williams, then Yale, where he wa 
carried off in the fervor of the times t 
honorable service in the cause of dissent. 
Through the years, both Reinhold an 
Richard Niebuhr taught him theology. 
Arthur Goldberg defended him in court 
Erik Erikson psychoanalyzed him, all o 


~ Skull and Bones called him brother. 


All in all, a hell of a life—glamorous| 


' exciting and useful~and one can only, 
wish that it were more richly served by! 
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- this autobiography. “Once to Every. 


Man” is little morethanthe pub icjournal | 
of a public man—very long on anecdotes 
about his wartime experiences, CIA . 
he knew i 

efforts, but almost barren of an interior, 


life. There may be a reason for this. | 


° Y ; { 
service and the famous names and p. ages |. . 
n the civil-rights and antiwar 
interi : . 


hutch-—became a clergyman, butall he | 
Cottkeufos is that Reinhold Niebuhr 
“was as elaquent a man as I had ever 

eard.” Id like t w how he recon: 
ciled his Christian studies with his con: | 
current decision to train agents to kill for 

e CIA, In his hands, some of his most | 
famous moments seem hollow and false. | 
Arrested for turning in students’ draft 
cards, he hoped for a grand historic case 
on the legality of war and the Nuremberg 
precedents. When the 85-year-old judge | 
would deal with him only as a petty rule 
breaker, the fantasy went flat—and Cof- 
fin felt justified in paying Goldberg 
$25,000, none of it his own money, to stay 
out of jail. A hostile biographer cauld | 


hardly have served Coffin worse. as 
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